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¢ Human Rights Watch, “No One Left to Witness”, December 2011, available at
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BCrympeHTH TOMOTAWT XJOoNKOPOG awm, Uzlnform, 8 October 2012.

% “Nonmepxanu ctrymnedTo B, Uzlnform, 9 October 2012

“HaBoullcKoe YIpaBJeHNEe CTPOUTEIbCTBA IOMOTAaeT

XJomnKopob6aM pepMepCcKUX xo3saitcTs, Uzlnform, 9 October 2012

B “HamMmaHTraHCKUE PUHAHCUCTH BHIIJM HAa XJOMNKOBLE ITOJH,

Uzlnform, 10 October 2012

% Uzbekistan’s administrative areas include: 12 provinces (viloyatlar, singular — viloyat): Andijon Viloyati,
Bukhara Region / Buxoro Viloyati, Fergana region / Farg'ona Viloyati, Jizzakh region / Jizzax Viloyati,
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e Personal interviews with human rights defenders in Uzbekistan by the Cotton Campaign,

Namangan Viloyati, Navoiy Viloyati, Kashkadarya region / Qashqadaryo Viloyati (Qarshi), Samarkand
region / Samarqand Viloyati, Syrdarya region / Sirdaryo Viloyati (Guliston), Surkhandarya region /
Surxondaryo Viloyati (Termiz), Toshkent Viloyati [Tashkent province], Khorezm region / Xorazm Viloyati
(Urganch). 1 autonomous republic* (respublika): Qoraqgalpog'iston Respublikasi [Karakalpakstan
Republic]* (Nukus). 1 city** (shahar)

Toshkent Shahri [Tashkent City]**
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September—October 2012,
e Uzbek—German Forum for Human Rights, Chronicle of Forced Labour 2012,

<http://uzbekgermanforum.org/category/cotton—chronicle/>.

e BBC, < http://www.bbc.co.uk/news).

e Central Asia News Service, < http://en.ca—news.org/news:516252/>.

e Fergana Information Agency, < http://enews.fergananews.com/article.php?id=2782>.

e Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, <http://www.rferl.org/archive/Uzbekistan/latest/671/671.html).

e UzNews.net, < http://www.uznews.net/index.php?lng=en>.

e Uzlnform, < http!//www.uzinform.com).

e The Washington Times, < http://www.washingtontimes.com/>.

2012¥ F3} 787]9] AZ HZE I IJAFE:

1. Chronicle Of Forced Child Labour 2012, Uzbek — German Forum for Human Rights, 2012

2. “The Cotton Campaign: Who Are You Wearing?” Good Men Project, 24 November 2012

3. “UZBEKISTAN: Cotton ban gains momentum with apparel firms” Just—Style, 9 November 2012

4. “Uzbekistan to use new technologies to pack cotton—fiber” UzDaily, 6 November 2012

5. “Human rights activist arrested for seeking meeting with Uzbek prosecutor—general” UzNews, 3
November 2012

6. “More Than 100 Top Brands Boycott Uzbek Cotton Over Forced Labor” Radio Liberty, 2
November 2012

7. “Over 100 companies boycotting Uzbek cotton” UzNews, 2 November 2012

8. “Over 100 top brands boycott Uzbek cotton over forced child labor” CA-News, 2 November
2012

9. “Geographical Shift in Cotton Mill Use” Press Release, International Cotton Advisory Committee,
1 November 2012

10. “Uzbekistan: Over 100 Companies Eschew Uzbek Cotton” EurasiaNet, 1 November 2012

11. “Lyceum students face expulsion for not picking cotton” UzNews, 30 October 2012

12. “Schoolchildren in cotton fields in Kashkadarya” UzNews, 25 October 2012

13. “Uzbekistan: Human rights activists discover school children at cotton fields in Kashkadarya

region” Fergana, 25 October 2012
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22.

23.
24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.

32.

33.

“Kyrgyz journalist Alisher Saipov was murdered five years ago” UzNews, 25 October 2012

“Over 20 British companies discuss prospective business projects with Uzbekistan” CA-NEWS, 25
October 2012

“Uzbekistan Farmers Association Abolished” UZ Daily, 24 2012 (Note: Only the headline reported
by Uz Daily)

“World Bank: Uzbekistan has the worst business conditions amongst Eastern European and

Central Asian countries” Fergana Information Agency, 24 October 2012

“Uzbekistan: delegation of businessmen from Great Britain to go to Tashkent to discuss trade

issues” Fergana Information Agency, 24 October 2012

“Kinderarbeit Loning fordert Boykott gegen Usbekistan” (Loning calls for boycott against
Uzbekistan), Spiegel, 23 October 2012

“Uzbekistan harvests 3.35mn tons of cotton this season” Fibre 2 Fashion, October 23, 2012

“Cotton producers in Uzbekistan yield over 3.35 mln tons of cotton” CA News, 22 October 2012

“Cotton Campaign reminds US would—be presidents of cotton slavery in Uzbekistan” UzNews, 20

October 2012

“Tashkent holds cotton fair in secrecy” UzNews, 19 October 2012

“Uzbek college students return from cotton fields” UzNews, 19 October 2012

“Cotton Campaign Calls on President Obama and Mr. Romney to Speak Out Against Slavery in
Uzbekistan” Fergana News, 19 October 2012

“Uzbekistan inks contracts for export of 670,000 tonnes of cotton fiber” UzDaily, 18 October
2012

“Uzbek authorities open criminal case against opposition leader’s father” UzNews, 18 October
2012

“Rights activist's 100—year—old grandma notifies president of new picket” UzNews, 18 October
2012

“Uzbekistan plans to increase cotton—fiber processing up to 70% by 2015” UzDaily, 17 October
2012

“Uzbekistan Tightens Grip on Internet Proxies” EurasiaNet.org, 17 October 2012

“Uzbekistan: Doctors and Nurses Forced into Cotton Fields” EurasiaNet.org, 16 October 2012

“Documents Link Uzbekistan’s Karimova To Money—Laundering Suspect” Radio Free Europe,
Radio Liberty, 16 October 2012

“Doctors and nurses forced to pick cotton®, BBC News, 15 October 2012
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47,

48.
49.

50.

51.
52.
53.

54.
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56.

“Unwilling Cotton Harvesters in Uzbekistan” Institute for War & Peace Reporting, 13 October
2012

“Centennial grandma to picket in support of rights activist in Karshi” UzNews, 13 October 2012

“Uzbekistan toughens Internet censorship” UzNews, 11 October 2012

“Several Arrested” Over Uzbek Teenager’s Death” Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty, 10 October
2012

“Uzbek Prosecutor General’s Office ignores children in cotton fields” UzNews, 10 October 2012

“Picket in support of arrested rights defender dispersed in Tashkent” UzNews, 9 October 2012

“Voice Of Dissent Flees Uzbekistan” Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, 8 October 2012

“Elnur & Ruslan Textile opens new plant on production of children clothes” UzDaily, 8 October
2012

“Tajikistan conference to discuss integration of Central Asia into world trade” CA-News, 08
October 2012

“Uzbekistan: Arrest of human rights defender Gulshan Karaeva” Front Line Defenders, 5 October
2012

“Uzbeks bristle under regime’s Web scrutiny” The Washington Times, 1 October 2012

“Schoolboy’s mother helps teacher return from cotton picking” UzNews, 29 September 2012

“Trade union member dies in cotton field in Tashkent Region” UzNews, 28 September 2012

“Uzbek government breaks promise to end child labor in cotton fields” The Washington Times, 24
September 2012

“Schoolchildren studying while college students still picking cotton” UzNews 21 September 2012

“Police threaten family for student’s failure to pick cotton” UzNews, 21 September 2012

“Uzbekistan involves school students into cotton picking campaign® CA-News, 21 September

2012

“Uzbek schoolchildren sent to cotton fields” UzNews, 19 September 2012

“Tashkent sends emergency doctors to pick cotton” UzNews, 18 September 2012

“Uzbek government tightens Internet censorship” UzNews, 18 September 2012

“Uzdunrobita managers convicted, MTS subsidiary now owned by government” Ferghana News,
18 News 2012

“Karakalpakstan: No work in wasteland” UzNews, 18 September 2012

“Korean company to commission textile production in Uzbekistan” Trend News Agency, 17
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September 2012

“Uzbekistan: Bloggers and Ministry of Justice staff picking cotton instead of farmers” Ferghana
News 17 September 2012

“Cotton Harvest Derails Uzbek Transport” RFE/RL’s Uzbek Service, 13 September 2012

“We don’t use child labor and no you can’t have a look” CA-News, 13 September 2012

“Businesses forced to sponsor cotton harvesting in Angren” UzNews, 12 September 2012

“Uzbek teachers sent to cotton fields” UzNews, 12 September 2012

“The World Bank has donated $ 40 million to Uzbekistan to support agriculture” Baku Today, 12
September 2012

“Someone who is cooperating with us needs also to be transparent.”

a. Today, the BBC interviewed German Bundestag member Volker Beck, a member of the
German Parliament Human Rights Committee, whose request to visit the country was
denied for the second year in a row by the government of Uzbekistan. As Mr. Beck
comments, “Apparently, the government doesn’t want to discuss human rights issues with
the German parliament.” Listen to the interview here:

b. Part 1 (2 minutes), Part 2 (3 minutes)

c. In Uzbek, the BBC article from the interview is available here., BBC Uzbek, 12 September
2012

“German MPs upset by denial of visit to Tashkent” UzNews.net, 11 September 2012

“Uzbekistan: Parents are sent out to harvest cotton instead of their children” Ferghana News, 11
September 2012

“Cotton—picking students face shortages of water, food” UzNews.net, 11 September 2012

“Uzbekistan cancels visit by German MPs” UzNews.net, 10 September 2012

“Usbekistan darf ungestraft Kinder ausbeuten” Financial Times Deutschland, 10 September 2012

“Cotton harvesting leaves Uzbek banks without cash”™ UzNews.net, 8 September 2012

“Fashion week in New York without Guli and Uzbek cotton” UzNews.net, 6 September 2012

“Uzbekistan announces massive mobilization of school teachers for cotton harvest campaign” CA—
News.org, 5 September 2012

“Corruptistan: Meet the oil barons, fashion divas, and ruling families of Central Asia” Foreign
Policy, 4 September 2012

“Dumb slaves, or Cotton under the barrel of a gun” Ferghana News, 3 September 2012
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STOP FORGED

AND CHILD LABOUR
IN THE COTTON INDUSTRY
OF UZBEKISTAN!

Observations of the 2012 Cotton Harvest in Uzbekistan:
FORCED CHILD LABOR CONTINUED.
FORCED LABOR OF ADULTS INTENSIFIED.
GOVERNMENT OF UZBEKISTAN RESPONDS TO PRESSURE.
ACHIEVING PROGRESS REQUIRES STRONGER PRESSURE

As the 2012 cotton harvest in Uzbekistan concludes, this document by the Cotton Campaign presents
observations by civil society throughout the harvest and preliminary lessons learned.

NO INDEPENDENT MONITORING

Once again, the government of Uzbekistan failed to invite the International Labour Organisation to
conduct monitoring during the 2012 cotton harvest. Since 2009 the ILO has called on the Uzbek
government to respond to continued reports from workers, employers, and civil society of systematic and
persistent use of forced labor of children and adults in Uzbekistan’s cotton fields. Since 2010 the ILO
tripartite supervisory body has called on the GOU to invite a high-level tripartite mission to conduct
unfettered monitoring during the cotton harvest. In 2012, the ILO offered the Uzbek government an
opportunity to take an initial step by inviting an ILO technical assistance team that would monitor during
the harvest. The GOU has steadfastly refused to grant access to the ILO.

The government of Uzbekistan continued to harass, intimidate and repress citizens who attempt to
monitor the 2012 cotton harvest. Farms were under surveillance by police. Gulshan Karaeva of the
Human Rights Society of Uzbekistan (HRSU) was arrested on opaque charges of “slander” on September
27, ensuring that she would not be able to report on the cotton harvest as she had done in previous years.
Uktam Pardaev of the Independent Human Rights Organization of Uzbekistan was arrested on September
30. On October 20, members of the Human Rights Alliance of Uzbekistan (HRAU) were forced into
hiding by local police after they photographed young children picking cotton in the Kashkadarya Region.
The national Internet service provider Uztelecom blocked web proxy clients, the only way for the
majority of Uzbek people to bypass Internet censorship and to access websites blocked in the country, e.g.
www.cottoncampaign.org.

No international company invested in Uzbekistan has conducted human rights due diligence despite the
high risk of complicity in the system of forced labor of children and adults in the cotton sector. The
Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
establish the responsibility to conduct human rights due diligence, starting with independent risk
assessments and civil-society led monitoring.

FORCED CHILD LABOR CONTINUED

Forced child labor continued despite the statement issued by the Prime Minister of Uzbekistan prior to the
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harvest, which merely reiterated national law that prohibits child labor and the country’s ratification®® of
ILO Conventions No. 138 and No. 182. As in previous years, state-sponsored forced child labor increased
at the end of the harvest; schools that had been open during the beginning of the season were closed for
the children to finish the harvest.

International law defines forced labor of people up to and including age 17 as a worst form of child
labor.®* The Labor Code of Uzbekistan mandates that the minimum working age is 16. ** The
Constitution of Uzbekistan specifically prohibits forced or bonded labor. Starting September 5, 2012,
older children (grades 9+ and ages 16-17) were sent to the cotton fields across the country, under threat of
expulsion or loss of student housing services.** The older children were forced to pick a daily quota of 60
kilograms of cotton and stayed in barracks - often lacking adequate hygienic conditions, food and potable
water. There were many reports of students beaten by public authorities for failing to meet their quotas.
Throughout the harvest, younger children (grades 1-8 and ages 7-15) were forced to pick cotton after
school hours, and some schools were closed for the younger children to pick cotton.

Teachers in the Ishtihon district of Samarkand region reported on September 28 that their school children
(ages 11+) were sent to pick cotton. On September 29, students ages 14 and 15 from School No. 1 in the
Zarbdar district of Jizzak region were taken to pick cotton by the school’s director. In September, schools
in Tashkent and Kashkadarya regions began to send students ages 13+ to pick cotton. Starting September
20, young children (grades 4-5, ages 10-11) were forced to pick cotton in the Kashkadarya region. In
Angren, parents of older children were reportedly offered two options for the 2012 cotton harvest: to pay
300,000 sums (approximately USD $110) not to send their children to harvesting or to withdraw their
documents from the lyceum (university-preparatory high school) by 1 November.

INTENSIFICATION OF FORCED LABOR OF ADULTS

Massive forced labor of adults began 3 September. Authorities instructed 16-17% of each government
agency’s workforce to work in the cotton fields for an average of 2 weeks per person. All government
employees — teachers, doctors, nurses, health care workers, bank staff, non-ranking military, staff of
ministries and all university students were eligible to be sent to pick cotton. For teachers, reportedly 60%
of teachers from each school were forced to pick cotton. Government employees were forced to
participate in the cotton harvest under threat of losing their job, pay or benefits. Community-based
organizations mahalla committees were also mobilized for the cotton harvest, using the threat of losing

% The government of Uzbekistan ratified the International Labour Organisation Conventions No. 105 on
the Abolition of Forced Labour in 1997, No. 182 on the Worst Forms of Child Labour in 2008, and No. 138
on Minimum Age in 2009;

<http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:10011:0::NO::P10011 DISPLAY BY,P10011 CONVENTIO
N TYPE CODE:1,F>.

3! Article 3 of International Labour Organisation Convention No. 182 (Worst Forms of Child Labour
Convention, 1999), available at
<http://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=1000:12100:0::NO::P12100 ILO CODE:C182>.

2 us Department of State, "Foreign Labor Trends: Uzbekistan 2006,” available at
<http://www.state.gov/j/drl/rls/78396.htm#d>.

* For alignment of ages and levels of the education system of Uzbekistan, see United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), “Uzbekistan: structure of the education
system,” World Data on Education, VII Ed. 2010/2011, page available at
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002113/211314e.pdf.
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social welfare benefits, which the mahallas committees are responsible for distributing to low-income
citizens. Private companies were also ordered to send employees to pick cotton and to provide resources
for the harvest.

Threats of punishment for not participating were enforced. A mother who asked for an exemption to care
for her newborn was told that she would lose her maternity support if she did not fulfill her harvest duty.
Two employers (owners of transportation companies in the capital Tashkent) were arrested for refusing.
For approximately $200, people could buy an exemption from picking cotton, a practice that introduced a
new form of exploitation of citizens during the cotton harvest.

Nonpayment of wages for picking cotton was more prevalent in 2012 than previous harvests. Initial
indications highlight widespread nonpayment of wages to adult cotton pickers. Many reports have
indicated that anyone who did not meet quota was required to pay for cotton to make up the difference.

Forced labor of adults violates the national law and ILO Convention No. 105, ratified by the government
of Uzbekistan. The scale of forced labor of government employees also disrupted the delivery of essential
public services, including schools, hospitals, transportation and banking. Citizens reported that schools
had to cancel lessons, merge classes to 60-pupils in a classroom, and use teachers to teach subjects that
they are unprepared to teach, e.g. an English teacher delivering mathematics. Hospitals had to turn away
patients due to insufficient medical personnel, because they are obliged to send the staff to harvest cotton.

ZERO PROGRESS AND CONTINUED DENIAL BY THE GOVERNMENT OF UZBEKISTAN

Delivered by the President and Prime Minister of Uzbekistan, claims of “reform” by the government of
Uzbekistan echoed ridiculously through the cotton fields where forced labor of children and adults
continued.

Throughout the harvest, the state-owned news service UzInform.com proudly reported the use of forced
labor. The agency praised teachers of Namangan for working on the national holiday “Teachers’ Day” and
highlighted the gift of ‘quality shoes that they will need in the field” given to teachers who picked the
most cotton.** On 8 October, UzInform reported that faculty of Namangan Engineering Technology
Institute gave students “gifts and diplomas” for picking more than their quota of cotton.*® The following
day, UzInform reported that the Union of Journalists of Uzbekistan praised students of Ferghana State
University for their courage and assistance to the state development and gave them gifts for picking
cotton.*® The news service continued reporting throughout the harvest, highlighting the participation of
construction workers picking cotton in the Navoi region®” and employees of financial firms in the
Namangan region®.

Claiming progress in reforming the agricultural sector, President Islam Karimov signed a document on
October 22 that included as a priority the improvement of the legal protection of rights, interests and

3 «HamaHraHckue negarorv Ha nonsix v B npa3gHuku,” UzInform, 7 October 2012.
35 “CrypeHTbl nomoratoT xnonkopobam,” UzInform, 8 October 2012.
3 “Moppepxanu cryaenTos,” UzInform, 9 October 2012

3 HaBowiickoe ynpaBneHne CTpOUTENbCTBa MOMOraeT Xonkopobam depmepckux xo3saicTs,” UzInform,
9 October 2012

3 % HamaHraHckue (UHaHCUCTBI BbIWAM Ha xnonkosble nonsi,” UzInform, 10 October 2012
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operations of farms. The decree had the immediate effect of closing the Association of Farmers of
Uzbekistan and replacing it with the Council of Farmers of Uzbekistan. It is difficult to know what to
expect from the statement, considering the 2012 cotton harvest began with a statement from Tashkent
against child labor and proceeded with the continuation of forced labor of children and adults.

CONTINUE THE PRESSURE: GOVERNMENT OF UZBEKISTAN RESPONDS

The preliminary lessons learned from the 2012 cotton harvest are that the government of Uzbekistan
reacts to pressure but stronger pressure is required to end forced labor of children and adults in the cotton
sector. By issuing a statement banning child labor in the cotton fields, the GOU attempted to allay
international pressure to reform its cotton sector, but the statement merely reiterated its previously
established commitments under national law and international standards. Continued forced labor of
children and adults points to the complete and continued failure of the GOU to implement its
commitments. During the 2012 cotton harvest, forced labor was reported in all of the twelve provinces,
one autonomous republic, and one city administrative center of Uzbekistan.*

This is not the first year that state-sponsored forced labor of adults has been used in the cotton harvest of
Uzbekistan, but indications are that the government of Uzbekistan has increased the scale of its use for the
2012 harvest. Since 2007, reports from field investigations, including by the BBC, have highlighted the
use of coercion to force farmers, government employees, students and school children to labor for the
government of Uzbekistan, which obtains an estimated at $1billion USD annually from cotton exports
and maintains complete secrecy over the use of this national income. United Nations agencies have
consistently called on the government of Uzbekistan to address the systemic and continuous failure to
comply with its commitments; for example, in 2009, the tripartite supervisory body of the ILO called
attention to failure of the government of Uzbekistan to implement Conventions No. 29 on and No. 105 on
the Abolition of Forced Labor.

Midway through, the 2012 harvest is evincing that the government has not taken any steps toward
reforming the cotton sector from a forced-labor industry into an industry based on economic incentives.
As reported by international observers since 2005, forced labor of children and adults are symptoms of
structural problems in the cotton sector. Without reforming the cotton sector, the demand for forced labor
of children and adults remains.

The Cotton Campaign continues to call on the government of Uzbekistan to invite a tripartite high level
mission of the ILO to conduct unfettered monitoring. Meanwhile, we call on governments and companies
as well as investors to use their leverage to urge the government of Uzbekistan to end the forced labor of
children and adults in its cotton sector. Inaction only ensures continued state-sponsored forced labor of
Uzbek children and adults.

3 Uzbekistan’s administrative areas include: 12 provinces (viloyatlar, singular - viloyat): Andijon Viloyati,
Bukhara Region / Buxoro Viloyati, Fergana region / Farg'ona Viloyati, Jizzakh region / Jizzax Viloyati,
Namangan Viloyati, Navoiy Viloyati, Kashkadarya region / Qashqadaryo Viloyati (Qarshi), Samarkand
region / Samarqgand Viloyati, Syrdarya region / Sirdaryo Viloyati (Guliston), Surkhandarya region /
Surxondaryo Viloyati (Termiz), Toshkent Viloyati [Tashkent province], Khorezm region / Xorazm Viloyati
(Urganch). 1 autonomous republic* (respublika): Qoraqalpog'iston Respublikasi [Karakalpakstan
Republic]* (Nukus). 1 city** (shahar)

Toshkent Shahri [Tashkent City]**
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Primary Sources:

Personal interviews with human rights defenders in Uzbekistan by the Cotton Campaign,

September-October 2012.

Uzbek-German Forum for Human Rights, Chronicle of Forced Labour 2012,
<http://uzbekgermanforum.org/category/cotton-chronicle/>.

BBC, < http://www.bbc.co.uk/news>.

Central Asia News Service, < http://en.ca-news.org/news:516252/>.

Fergana Information Agency, < http://enews.fergananews.com/article.php?id=2782>.

Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, <http://www.rferl.org/archive/Uzbekistan/latest/671/671.html>.

UzNews.net, < http://www.uznews.net/index.php?Ing=en>.

UzlInform, < http://www.uzinform.com>.

The Washington Times, < http://www.washingtontimes.com/>.

Media Reports and Articles during the 2012 Cotton Harvest:

74. Chronicle Of Forced Child Labour 2012, Uzbek - German Forum for Human Rights, 2012

75. “The Cotton Campaign: Who Are You Wearing?” Good Men Project, 24 November 2012

76. “UZBEKISTAN: Cotton ban gains momentum with apparel firms” Just-Style, 9 November
2012

77. “Uzbekistan to use new technologies to pack cotton-fiber” UzDaily, 6 November 2012

78. “Human rights activist arrested for seeking meeting with Uzbek prosecutor-general”
UzNews, 3 November 2012

79. “More Than 100 Top Brands Boycott Uzbek Cotton Over Forced Labor” Radio Liberty, 2
November 2012

80. “Over 100 companies boycotting Uzbek cotton” UzNews, 2 November 2012

81. “Over 100 top brands boycott Uzbek cotton over forced child labor” CA-News, 2 November
2012

82. “Geographical Shift in Cotton Mill Use” Press Release, International Cotton Advisory
Committee, 1 November 2012

83. “Uzbekistan: Over 100 Companies Eschew Uzbek Cotton” EurasiaNet, 1 November 2012

84. “Lyceum students face expulsion for not picking cotton” UzNews, 30 October 2012

85. “Schoolchildren in cotton fields in Kashkadarya” UzNews, 25 October 2012

86. “Uzbekistan: Human rights activists discover school children at cotton fields in
Kashkadarya region” Fergana, 25 October 2012

87. “Kyrgyz journalist Alisher Saipov was murdered five years ago” UzNews, 25 October 2012

88. “Over 20 British companies discuss prospective business projects with Uzbekistan” CA-
NEWS, 25 October 2012

89. “Uzbekistan Farmers Association Abolished” UZ Daily, 24 2012 (Note: Only the headline
reported by Uz Daily)

90. “World Bank: Uzbekistan has the worst business conditions amongst Eastern European and
Central Asian countries” Fergana Information Agency, 24 October 2012

91. “Uzbekistan: delegation of businessmen from Great Britain to go to Tashkent to discuss
trade issues” Fergana Information Agency, 24 October 2012
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92. “Kinderarbeit Loning fordert Boykott gegen Usbekistan” (Loning calls for boycott against
Uzbekistan), Spiegel, 23 October 2012

93. “Uzbekistan harvests 3.35mn tons of cotton this season” Fibre 2 Fashion, October 23, 2012

94. “Cotton producers in Uzbekistan yield over 3.35 mln tons of cotton” CA News, 22 October
2012

95. “Cotton Campaign reminds US would-be presidents of cotton slavery in Uzbekistan”
UzNews, 20 October 2012

96. “Tashkent holds cotton fair in secrecy” UzNews, 19 October 2012

97. “Uzbek college students return from cotton fields” UzNews, 19 October 2012

98. “Cotton Campaign Calls on President Obama and Mr. Romney to Speak Out Against Slavery
in Uzbekistan” Fergana News, 19 October 2012

99. “Uzbekistan inks contracts for export of 670,000 tonnes of cotton fiber” UzDaily, 18
October 2012

100. “Uzbek authorities open criminal case against opposition leader’s father” UzNews, 18
October 2012

101. “Rights activist’s 100-year-old grandma notifies president of new picket” UzNews, 18
October 2012

102. “Uzbekistan plans to increase cotton-fiber processing up to 70% by 2015” UzDaily, 17
October 2012

103. “Uzbekistan Tightens Grip on Internet Proxies” EurasiaNet.org, 17 October 2012

104. “Uzbekistan: Doctors and Nurses Forced into Cotton Fields” EurasiaNet.org, 16 October
2012

105. “Documents Link Uzbekistan’s Karimova To Money-Laundering Suspect” Radio Free Europe,
Radio Liberty, 16 October 2012

106. “Doctors and nurses forced to pick cotton“, BBC News, 15 October 2012

107. “Unwilling Cotton Harvesters in Uzbekistan” Institute for War & Peace Reporting, 13
October 2012

108. “Centennial grandma to picket in support of rights activist in Karshi” UzNews, 13 October
2012

109. “Uzbekistan toughens Internet censorship” UzNews, 11 October 2012

110. “Several Arrested’ Over Uzbek Teenager’s Death” Radio Free Europe / Radio Liberty, 10
October 2012

111. “Uzbek Prosecutor General’s Office ignores children in cotton fields” UzNews, 10 October
2012

112. “Picket in support of arrested rights defender dispersed in Tashkent” UzNews, 9 October
2012

113. “Voice Of Dissent Flees Uzbekistan” Radio Free Europe, Radio Liberty, 8 October 2012

114. “Elnur & Ruslan Textile opens new plant on production of children clothes” UzDaily, 8
October 2012

115. “Tajikistan conference to discuss integration of Central Asia into world trade” CA-News,
08 October 2012
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116. “Uzbekistan: Arrest of human rights defender Gulshan Karaeva” Front Line Defenders, 5
October 2012

117. “Uzbeks bristle under regime’s Web scrutiny” The Washington Times, 1 October 2012

118. “Schoolboy’s mother helps teacher return from cotton picking” UzNews, 29 September
2012

119. “Trade union member dies in cotton field in Tashkent Region” UzNews, 28 September
2012

120. “Uzbek government breaks promise to end child labor in cotton fields” The Washington
Times, 24 September 2012

121. “Schoolchildren studying while college students still picking cotton” UzNews 21
September 2012

122. “Police threaten family for student’s failure to pick cotton” UzNews, 21 September 2012

123. “Uzbekistan involves school students into cotton picking campaign“ CA-News, 21
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The Actions of International Community

in regards to Forced Labor in Uzbek Cotton Fields

The Cotton Campaign

The focus of the Cotton Campaign is to increase political will in the government of Uzbekistan
(GOU) to end forced labor of children and adults in its cotton sector. Ending forced labor in the
cotton sector means abolishing compulsory production quotas; ensuring that cotton farmers
have decision—making authority over the use of their land, access to competitive markets to
obtain agricultural inputs, and access to competitive markets to sell cotton and other agricultural
outputs; and increasing accountability of government at all levels to Uzbek citizens and in
accordance with national laws. To advance towards this result, the strategic objectives of the
Cotton Campaign are to:

e Increase economic and diplomatic pressure through US and European Trade Law
Enforcement.

e Engage multilateral organizations in order to leverage additional pressure from the
international community on Uzbekistan’s abusive labor practices.

e Maintain consumer and company—facing campaigns in order to leverage economic
pressure against Uzbekistan’s state—sponsored forced labor system of cotton production.

As one of Uzbekistan’s most important international partners, Korean businesses and the
government of Korea are in a unique position to influence the GOU’s use of forced labor in the

cotton sector.

This briefing summarizes the actions the Cotton Campaign and representatives of Uzbek civil
society have taken to address forced labor in Uzbekistan’s Cotton Sector and offers an outline of
possible steps Korean civil society, businesses and the government of Korea could pursue to
address the issue. The brief is divided into three sections: European and U.S. Trade Law
Mechanisms, Multinational Mechanisms, and Consumer and Company—facing Campaigns.

European and U.S. Trade Law Mechanisms: /ncrease economic and diplomatic pressure on the
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government of Uzbekistan through European and US Trade Law Enforcement,

Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) National Contact Point
(NCP): The OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises and UN Principles on Business and
Human Rights call on companies to conduct independent assessments and monitoring as the first
step in human rights due diligence when operating in areas of high risk. The use of the OECD
NCPs aims to establish as standard practice that companies invested in Uzbekistan assume their
duty to respect human rights by preventing human rights violations to their employees and their
communities that result from the state system of forced labor.

The first use of OECD NCPs in the Cotton Campaign was done by European Center for
Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR) and targeted the cotton trading companies. ECCHR
worked most successfully with the OECD NCPs of France to review the case of the cotton
trading company Devcot. As a result, Devcot publicly committed to not buy Uzbek cotton until
forced child labor is ended, and most significantly, the NCP stated that “*+*in any circumstance,
child labor and forced labor in Uzbekistan’s cotton fields constitute a flagrant and characterized
violation of the OECD Guidelines. Generally, the NCP further recalls that the trade of products
issued from forced child labor, wherever it takes place, constitutes a flagrant and characterized
violation of the OECD Guidelines.” ---“The situation in terms of forced labor and child labor
remains clearly critical in Uzbekistan.”

U.S. Taritf Act Complaints:  Smoot—Hawley Tariff Act of 1930 allows petitioners to file
complaints with United States Customs requesting the full enforcement of the Act, which
prohibits the import of goods made with forced and forced child labor. The US List of Goods
Produced by Child Labor or Forced Labor lists Uzbek cotton under products produced by forced
labor and child labor. Companies importing Uzbek cotton into the US are exposing themselves to
legal action under the Tariff Act.

U.S. Generalized System of Preferences: The United States Generalized System of Preferences
(GSP) is a program designed to promote economic growth in the developing world by providing
preferential duty—free entry for products from designated beneficiary countries and territories,
conditional on the protection of fundamental labor rights. Currently the International Labor
Rights Forum has a pending petition filed with the United States Trade Representative to revoke
the GOU’s eligibility to trade benefits under the US Generalized System of Preferences trade
program.

European Union Generalised System of Preferences (GSP)! EU GSP provides developing
countries preferential access to the £Umarket through reduced tariffs, conditional on the
protection of fundamental labor rights. The European Parliament clearly expressed its views
when in December 2011 MEPs overwhelmingly rejected a proposal to extend a trade deal with
Uzbekistan due to concerns over the ongoing use of forced labour in the country’s cotton
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industry. European—based Cotton Coalition partners are attempting to secure an investigation of
Uzbekistan’s eligibility for the Generalised System of Preferences (GSP), which requires
compliance with fundamental labor rights as a condition to maintain GSP eligibility.

European Union Global Human Rights Strategy: In June, the EU established its Global Human
Rights Strategy, to align trade and diplomatic relations with the human-rights commitments
established therein. The Coalition maintains communications with the EU Special Representative
for Central Asia, calling on her to urge the Uzbek government to invite the ILO to monitor the
cotton harvest.

Multilateral Organization Mechanisms: Engage multilateral organizations in order to leverage
additional pressure from the international community on Uzbekistan's abusive labor practices.

United Nations: Advocacy with the key UN agencies on labor, human rights and children’s
rights aims to establish international documentation of the violations of human rights
commitments by the GOU and to guide governments in their bilateral relations with Uzbekistan.

International Labour Organisation (ILO): Securing access for a high—level mission of the ILO
to conduct unfettered monitoring during the cotton harvest in Uzbekistan has been a
recommendation of the tripartite supervisory body of the ILO for years. Cotton Coalition
participants — particularly ILRF, AFL-CIO, the American Federation of Teacher, Solidarity
Center, Open Society Foundation, Anti—Slavery International, ECCHR and Uniting Church in
Australia — have worked to support such an ILO mission. Based on the GOU continued refusal
to accept an ILO mission, the International Organization of Employers and International Trade
Union Confederation plan to jointly submit an Article 24 representation concerning the failure by
the GOU to demonstrate its application of ILO Conventions No. 105 (on the Abolition of Forced
Labour) and No. 182 (on the Eradication of the Worst Forms of Child Labour) to the ILO
Governing Body for its consideration during the 317th Session, 7—28 March 2013 in Geneva.

UN Committee on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Anti—Slavery International and the
Uzbek German Forum for Human Rights presented evidence of the serious and continuing failure
of the GOU to comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child to the UN Committee on
the Rights of the Child 61st and 62nd Pre—Sessional Working Group. The CRC subsequently
published its List of Issues on which the GOU will be reviewed for compliance with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children (OPSC),
and the Optional Protocol on Armed Conflict (OPAC).

UN Universal Periodic Review (UPR): The Universal Periodic Review (UPR) is a unique
process which involves a review of the human rights records of all UN Member States. The UPR
is a State—driven process, under the auspices of the Human Rights Council, which provides the
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opportunity for each State to declare what actions they have taken to improve the human rights
situations in their countries and to fulfill their human rights obligations. This year the Cotton
Coalition submitted evidence of the continued state—sponsored forced labor system of cotton
production for the Universal Periodic Review of Uzbekistan, 16th session, May—June 2013.

Consumer and Company—facing Campaigns: Maintain consumer and company—tacing
campaigns in order to leverage economic pressure against Uzbekistan’s cotton industry.

Responsible Sourcing Network Cotton Pledge: More than 120 international apparel brands
and retailers have now pledged to ban the use of cotton from Uzbekistan as part of efforts to
stop the country from using forced and child labor to harvest its cotton crop. Zara, JC Penney,
American Eagle, and Fruit of the Loom are the most recent companies to join the growing list of
signatories, which include Gucci, H&M, Wal-Mart, and the American Apparel and Footwear
Association (AAFA), which represents more than 75% of the US apparel and footwear industry.
The US—based Responsible Sourcing Network (RSN) has coordinated the Cotton Pledge, which
builds on efforts that began in 2004 in response to a call to action by Uzbek human rights groups.
The companies say they intend to maintain the ban on Uzbek cotton until the International
Labor Organization (ILO) independently verifies the end of forced labour.

Corporate Campaigns: The Cotton Coalition continues to pursue efforts to operationalize the
commitments of companies to conduct human rights due diligence in their supply chains. Since
companies initially began to state positions against using Uzbek cotton on the basis of child labor,
many brands and industry associations have admitted that nearly all global brands and retailers
are unable to trace cotton to its origin. Therefore, Uzbek civil society and the Cotton Coalition
are working with companies to avoid using Uzbek cotton by ceasing business with companies
that are known to profit from the Uzbek forced—labor system of cotton production and likely to
interface with the brands and retailers. Daewoo International, which is owned by POSCO, is the
most significant in country consumer of Uzbek cotton. Daewoo operates three processing
facilities accounting for over 20% of all cotton processed in Uzbekistan and maintains cotton
trade, spinning, textile manufacturing and cut—and—sew operations in approximately 30

countries.

Investor Leverage: The Cotton Campaign includes several socially responsible investment firms
and pension funds that are currently pursuing strategies to engage companies, like
Daewoo/POSCO, that maintain investments in Uzbek cotton sector. These strategies include
directly engaging POSCO and Daewoo, pushing for a review of POSCO’s listing on the Dow
Jones Sustainability Index, and engaging The Association for Sustainable & Responsible
Investment in Asia.

48



STOP FORGED

AND CHILD LABOUR
IN THE COTTON INDUSTRY
OF UZBEKISTAN!

Company Role in Ending Slavery in the Cotton Sector of Uzbekistan:
Implementing the Cotton Campaign Pledge

Uzbekistan, located in Central Asia, is one of the largest exporters of cotton in the world. For decades, the
government of Uzbekistan has forced adults and children as young as nine to pick cotton under appalling conditions
each harvest season. Provincial government officials order schoolteachers to close schools and enforce quotas in the
cotton fields. The local authorities send government and private business employees to pick cotton, in order to meet
cotton production quotas. The Uzbek government enforces these orders with threats; detains and tortures Uzbek
activists seeking to monitor the situation; and refuses to allow international monitors to observe the cotton harvest.

Businesses have a responsibility to conduct due diligence that ensures human rights are respected in their supply
chains, even if they have not contributed directly to the rights violation. Since slavery-like practices are used in
Uzbekistan’s cotton fields, businesses must avoid using Uzbek cotton in their supply chains until the use of forced
labor in the Uzbekistan cotton sector is ended. Implementing the Cotton Campaign pledge helps companies avoid
complicity in human rights violations. Businesses that actively implement the pledge will also be applying direct
pressure on the government of Uzbekistan to end the use of state-sponsored forced labor of children and adults in the
cotton sector. Company inaction risks complicity with slavery as well as damage to the company brand by being
linked to fundamental human rights violations in their supply chains.

How to take action?

1. Sign the Company Pledge against forced labor of children and adults in the cotton sector of Uzbekistan. Signing
the Pledge demonstrates a company commitment to respecting human rights and is also an important public
denunciation of forced labor. However, this is the very first step. Therefore, after signing the Pledge (see Annex),
companies must follow up with actions to implement the commitment.

As of September 2012, over 80 companies have signed the Pledge, which states:

We, the undersigned companies are working to ensure that forced child labor does not find its way into our
products. We are aware of reports documenting the systemic use of forced child labor in the harvest of
cotton in Uzbekistan. We are collaborating with a multi-stakeholder coalition to raise awareness of this
very serious concern, and press for its elimination.

As a signatory to this pledge, we are stating our firm opposition to the use of forced child labor in the
harvest of Uzbek cotton. We commit to not knowingly source Uzbek cotton for the manufacturing of any of
our products until the Government of Uzbekistan ends the practice of forced child labor in its cotton sector.
Until the elimination of this practice is independently verified by the International Labour Organization,
we will maintain this pledge.

2. Communicate company policy on Uzbek cotton throughout the supply chain and ensure that spinners, mills and
manufacturers adhere to this policy. Implementation of a traceability program throughout the supply chain is integral
to ensuring adherence to the policy. Share the steps taken to ensure that Uzbek cotton is not in the company’s supply
chain publicly, to strengthen the global message that business does not tolerate forced labor.

3. Boycott supplier companies that are using Uzbek cotton, including Daewoo International Corporation (see below),
to align business practices with the company’s commitment to human rights. The use of forced labor of children and
adults in Uzbekistan is unique because it is sponsored by and for the benefit of the central government, not caused
by a myriad of socio-economic development factors. Economic pressure caused by a boycott sends a strong message
to the government of Uzbekistan. Since the government has total control of the cotton sector, boycotting Uzbek
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cotton will directly and solely impact the government and not the farmers or those forced to work picking cotton.

The use of forced labor to prepare fields and harvest cotton violates the labor laws of Uzbekistan and international
laws ratified by the Uzbek government, in particular International Labor Organization Conventions No. 105 on the
Abolition of Forced Labour and No. 182 on the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour. In addition to
coercing up to two million people into forced labor in the cotton fields, the Uzbek government system of cotton
production impoverishes cotton farmers and profits exclusively the repressive central government. Since Uzbek
cotton enters into global supply chains, businesses are responsible for boycotting Uzbek cotton until the use of
forced labor in its production ends.

Seventy-five per cent of cotton produced in Uzbekistan is exported through state-owned companies
Uzprommashimpeks, Uzmarkazimpeks and Uzinterimpeks, and the remaining 25% is sold to the state-owned Uzbek
Commodity Exchange for domestic sales. Bangladesh is the largest importer of raw Uzbek cotton. Uzbekistan is
China’s third largest source of raw cotton and fluctuates between the first and second largest suppliers of raw cotton
to Germany and Italy. Russia relies on Uzbekistan for over one-third of its raw cotton imports and over 60% of its
yarn imports. In Uzbekistan, foreign companies and the state-owned Ozengilsanoat Association process Uzbek
cotton to produce primarily yarn, fabrics and some garments. South Korean and Turkish companies are major
investors in cotton processing and manufacturing in Uzbekistan.

To avoid the risk of slave-made cotton in your brand’s products, companies should ensure that first-tier suppliers do
not source directly from Uzbekistan or from companies that are invested in the Uzbek cotton sector, such as Daewoo
International Corporation. Daewoo International is one of the largest cotton manufacturers in Uzbekistan and
operates three textile companies in the country: Daewoo Textile Fergana, Daewoo Textile Bukhara, and Global
Komsco Daewoo. Daewoo’s Commodities and Textile Division manufactures and trades cotton, spun cotton, fabrics
and finished cotton products globally. Buying cotton products from Daewoo companies supports slavery in
Uzbekistan’s cotton fields. Ceasing business with Daewoo companies worldwide sends a clear message to the
government of Uzbekistan that participation in global business depends on ending forced labor in their cotton fields.

To lean about Daewoo International companies and other companies invested in Uzbekistan’s cotton sector, contact
the Cotton Campaign at cottoncampaigncoordinator@gmail.com.

4. Increase transparency by introducing clauses in contracts with suppliers to require identification of cotton
country of origin, and cease orders with suppliers that refuse to provide credible information. Authentic country-of-
origin information for cotton can be included on bills of lading, purchase orders, packing and inventory lists,
incoming material records, production records, and raw materials certifications.

Normalizing raw materials country-of-origin transparency presents companies the opportunity to deliver on their
responsibilities to respect human rights. If supply chain management systems already were tracing cotton country-
of-origin data, boycotting Uzbek cotton would have applied intense economic pressure on the Uzbek government,
which may have ended forced labor years ago. Millions of Uzbek people would have avoided being forced to
conduct work in the cotton fields. Until supply chains are more transparent, corporate codes of conduct stand on
hollow ground. Raw materials country-of-origin transparency in the supply chain is fundamental to global
companies’ due diligence to avoid complicity in slavery in Uzbekistan’s cotton fields.

5. Encourage cotton traders to utilize their leverage to generate pressure on the Uzbek government to end forced
labor in the cotton sector. Traders currently trading Uzbek cotton include: Cargill Cotton UK; ICT Cotton UK;
Ecom; Paul Reinhart; Sicle; Cogecot Cotton Company; IKEA Trading; Louis Dreyfus Commodities; and Copaco.
The total control of the cotton industry by the government of Uzbekistan means that these traders are conducting
direct business with the government. Retail and brand companies drive the buying and selling of cotton by traders.
Companies should use their position to demand that traders cease buying Uzbek cotton until the government of
Uzbekistan ends forced labor in its cotton sector.

By implementing the Cotton Campaign pledge, companies demonstrate respect for human rights throughout their
supply chains and specifically pressure the government of Uzbekistan to end the egregious practice of forced labor
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of children and adults in their cotton sector. Additionally, implementation allows companies to safeguard and
enhance their brand by demonstrating active responsiveness and gaining recognition for doing so. Finally, by
implementing the steps outlined above, companies reinforce the confidence of responsible investors -- who expect
companies to address tangible human rights risks -- and thereby maintain access to capital that increasingly rewards
such commitment and penalizes indifference.

The Cotton Campaign recognizes the steps taken by concerned companies thus far, including public statements,
direct communications to suppliers and support for letters to governmental actors. We look forward to working with
companies to further develop and track indicators of pledge implementation, including the boycott of blacklisted
companies such as Daewoo International, increased supply chain transparency, and engagement of other actors in
the cotton industry.

Learn more: www.cottoncampaign.org
Contact us: cottoncampaigncoordinator@gmail.org
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Annex:

RESPONSIBLE sourcing network

PLEDGE AGREEMENT
Company Pledge Against Forced Child Labor in Uzbekistan Cotton Fields

We, the undersigned companies are working to ensure that forced child labor does not find its
way into our products. We are aware of reports documenting the systemic use of forced child
labor in the harvest of cotton in Uzbekistan. We are collaborating with a multi-stakeholder
coalition to raise awareness of this very serious concern, and press for its elimination.

As a signatory to this pledge, we are stating our firm opposition to the use of forced child
labor in the harvest of Uzbek cotton. We commit to not knowingly source Uzbek cotton for the
manufacturing of any of our products until the Government of Uzbekistan ends the practice of
forced child labor in its cotton sector. Until the elimination of this practice is independently
verified by the International Labor Organization, we will maintain this pledge.

By signing this pledge, the undersigned company (please provide the desired spelling of your
company name as you would like it referenced in the list of signatories)

And its brands (please list all brand names you would like to have listed)

O Please check if logo/s attached (jpg/png/pdf formats accepted)

Agree/s that:

The content of the above pledge has been reviewed and approved by the company’s senior
management as well as the CSR and Communications Departments (where applicable and necessary).

The company grants the Responsible Sourcing Network permission to only use the company
name/brand names and logos online at www.sourcingnetwork.org and in educational materials in
connection with the Company Pledge Against Forced Child Labor in Uzbekistan Cotton Fields. Any
additional use of these logos requires advanced written approval by the company.

To acknowledge your agreement to the above, please sign:

Name:
Title:
Please fill out completely and return to:
Valentina Gurney
Cotton Program Manager, Responsible Sourcing Network
Tel: +1(415)692.0725, E-mail: valentina@sourcingnetwork.org
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