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Convention relating to the Status of Refugees

PREAMBLE

The High Contracting Parties,

Considering that the Charter of the United
Nations and the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights approved on 10 December 1948
by the General Assembly have affirmed the
principle that human beings shall enjoy
fundamental rights and freedoms without
discrimination,

Considering that the United Nations has, on
various occasions, manifested its profound
concern for refugees and endeavoured to
assure refugees the widest possible exercise of
these fundamental rights and freedoms,

Considering that it is desirable to revise
and consolidate  previous international
agreements relating to the status of refugees
and to extend the scope of and the protection
accorded by such instruments by means of a
new agreement,

Considering that the grant of asylum may
place unduly heavy burdens on certain
countries, and that a satisfactory solution of a
problem of which the United Nations has
recognized the international- scope and nature
cannot therefore be achieved without
international co-operation,

Expressing the wish that all States,
recognizing the social and humanitarian nature
of the problem of refugees, will do everything
within their power to prevent this problem
from becoming a cause of tension between
States,

Noting that the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees is charged with the
task of supervising international conventions
providing for the protection of refugees, and
recognizing that the effective co-ordination of
measures taken to deal with this problem will
depend upon the co-operation of States with
the High Commissioner,

Have agreed as follows:

CHAPTERI GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. Definition of the term ''refiigee"

A. For the purposes of the present Convention,
the term "refugee" shall apply to any person
who:

(1) Has been considered a refugee under the
Arrangements of 12 May 1926 and 30
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June 1928 or under the Conventions of 28

October 1933 and 10 February 1938, the
Protocol of 14 September 1939 or the
Constitution of the International Refugee
Organization;

Decisions of non-eligibility taken by the
International Refugee Organization during
the period of its activities shall not prevent
the status of refugee being accorded to
persons who fulfil the conditions of
paragraph 2 of this section;

(2) As a result of events occurring before 1

January 1951 and owing to well-founded
fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, nationality, membership of
a particular social group or political
opinion, is outside the country of his
nationality and is unable, or owing to such
fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the
protection of that country; or who, not
having a nationality and being outside the
country of his former habitual residence as
a result of such events, is unable or, owing
to such fear, is unwilling to return to it.

In the case of a person who has more than
one nationality, the term "the country of
his nationality" shall mean each of the
countries of which he is a national, and a
person shall not be deemed to be lacking
the protection of the country of his
nationality if, without any valid reason
based on well-founded fear, he has not
availed himself of the protection of one of
the countries of which he is a national.

B. (1) For the purposes of this Convention, the

words "events occurring before 1 January
1951" in article 1, section A, shall be
understood to mean either (a) "events
occurring in Europe before 1 January
1951"; or (b) "events occurring in Europe
or elsewhere before 1 January 1951"; and
each Contracting State shall make a
declaration at the time of signature,
ratification or accession, specifying which
of these meanings it applies for the
purpose of its obligations under this
Convention.

(2) Any Contracting State which has adopted

alternative (a) may at any time extend its
obligations by adopting alternative (b) by
means of a notification addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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C. This Convention shall cease to apply to any

person falling under the terms of section A
if:

(1) He has voluntarily re-availed himself of
the protection of the country of his
nationality; or

(2) Having lost his nationality, he has
voluntarily reacquired it; or

(3) He has acquired a new nationality, and
enjoys the protection of the country of his
new nationality; or

(4) He has voluntarily re-established himself
in the country which he left or outside
which he remained owing to fear of
persecution; or

(5) He can no longer, because the
circumstances in connection with which
he has been recognized as a refugee have
ceased to exist, continue to refuse to avail
himself of the protection of the country of
his nationality;

Provided that this paragraph shall not
apply to a refugee falling under section A
(1) of this article who is able to invoke
compelling reasons arising out of previous
persecution for refusing to avail himself of
the protection of the country of
nationality; (6) Being a person who has no
nationality = he is, Dbecause the
circumstances in connection with which
he has been recognized as a refugee have
ceased to exist, able to return to the
country of his former habitual residence;

Provided that this paragraph shall not
apply to a refugee falling under section A
(1) of this article who is able to invoke
compelling reasons arising out of previous
persecution for refusing to return to the
country of his former habitual residence.

D. This Convention shall not apply to persons

who are at present receiving from organs or
agencies of the United Nations other than
the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees protection or assistance. When
such protection or assistance has ceased for
any reason, without the position of such
persons being definitively settled in
accordance with the relevant resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly of the
United Nations, these persons shall ipso
facto be entitled to the benefits of this
Convention.
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E. This Convention shall not apply to a person
who 1is recognized by the competent
authorities of the country in which he has
taken residence as having the rights and
obligations which are attached to the
possession of the nationality of that country.

F. The provisions of this Convention shall not
apply to any person with respect to whom
there are serious reasons for considering
that.

(a) He has committed a crime against peace, a
war crime, or a crime against humanity, as
defined in the international instruments
drawn up to make provision in respect of
such crimes;

(b) He has committed a serious non-political
crime outside the country of refuge prior
to his admission to that country as a
refugee;

(c) He has been guilty of acts contrary to the
purposes and principles of the United
Nations.

Article 2. General obligations
Every refugee has duties to the country in
which he finds himself, which require in
particular that he conform to its laws and
regulations as well as to measures taken for the
maintenance of public order.

Article 3. Non-discrimination
The Contracting States shall apply the
provisions of this Convention to refugees
without discrimination as to race, religion or
country of origin.

Article 4. Religion
The Contracting States shall accord to refugees
within their territories treatment at least as
favourable as that accorded to their nationals
with respect to freedom to practise their
religion and freedom as regards the religious
education of their children.

Article 5. Rights granted apart from this Convention
Nothing in this Convention shall be deemed to
impair any rights and benefits granted by a
Contracting State to refugees apart from this
Convention.

Article 6. The term "in the same circumstances'

For the purposes of this Convention, the term
"in the same circumstances,, implies that any
requirements (including requirements as to
length and conditions of sojourn or residence)
which the particular individual would have to
fulfil for the enjoyment of the right in question,
if he were not a refugee, must be fulfilled by
him, with the exception of requirements which
by their nature a refugee is incapable of
fulfilling.
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Article 7. Exemption firom reciprocity

1.

Except where this Convention contains more
favourable provisions, a Contracting State
shall accord to refugees the same treatment
as is accorded to aliens generally.

. After a period of three years' residence, all

refugees shall enjoy exemption from
legislative reciprocity in the territory of the
Contracting States.

. Each Contracting State shall continue to

accord to refugees the rights and benefits to
which they were already entitled, in the
absence of reciprocity, at the date of entry
into force of this Convention for that State.

The Contracting States shall consider
favourably the possibility of according to
refugees, in the absence of reciprocity, rights
and benefits beyond those to which they are
entitled according to paragraphs 2 and 3, and
to extending exemption from reciprocity to
refugees who do not fulfil the conditions
provided for in paragraphs 2 and 3.

. The provisions of paragraphs 2 and 3 apply

both to the rights and benefits referred to in
articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this
Convention and to rights and benefits for
which this Convention does not provide.

Article 8. Exemption firom exceptional measures
With regard to exceptional measures which
may be taken against the person, property or
interests of nationals of a foreign State, the

Contracting States

shall not such

apply

measures to a refugee who is formally a
national of the said State solely on account of
such nationality. Contracting States which,
under their legislation, are prevented from
applying the general principle expressed in this

article,

shall, in appropriate cases, grant

exemptions in favour of such refugees.

Article 9. Provisional measures
Nothing in this Convention shall prevent a
Contracting State, in time of war or other grave

and exceptional circumstances,

from taking

provisionally measures which it considers to be
essential to the national security in the case of
a particular person, pending a determination by
the Contracting State that that person is in fact
a refugee and that the continuance of such
measures is necessary in his case in the
interests of national security.

A 9ol A FHeF 5
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Article 10. Continuity of residence

1. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced
during the Second World War and removed
to the territory of a Contracting State, and is
resident there, the period of such enforced
sojourn shall be considered to have been
lawful residence within that territory.

2. Where a refugee has been forcibly displaced
during the Second World War from the
territory of a Contracting State and has, prior
to the date of entry into force of this
Convention, returned there for the purpose
of taking up residence, the period of
residence before and after such enforced
displacement shall be regarded as one
uninterrupted period for any purposes for
which uninterrupted residence is required.

Article 11. Refugee seamen
In the case of refugees regularly serving as
crew members on board a ship flying the flag
of a Contracting State, that State shall give
sympathetic consideration to their
establishment on its territory and the issue of
travel documents to them or their temporary

admission to its territory particularly with a

view to facilitating their establishment in

another country.

CHAPTER IT JURIDICAL STATUS

Article 12. Personal status

1. The personal status of a refugee shall be
governed by the law of the country of his
domicile or, if he has no domicile, by the
law of the country of his residence.

2. Rights previously acquired by a refugee and
dependent on personal status, more
particularly rights attaching to marriage,
shall be respected by a Contracting State,
subject to compliance, if this be necessary,
with the formalities required by the law of
that State, provided that the right in question
is one which would have been recognized by
the law of that State had he not become a
refugee.

Article 13. Movable and immovable property

The Contracting States shall accord to a
refugee treatment as favourable as possible
and, in any event, not less favourable than that
accorded to aliens generally in the same
circumstances, as regards the acquisition of
movable and immovable property and other
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rights pertaining thereto, and to leases and

other contracts

relating to movable and

immovable property.

Article 14. Artistic rights and industrial property
In respect of the protection of industrial

property,

such as inventions, designs or

models, trade marks, trade names, and of rights
in literary, artistic and scientific works, a
refugee shall be accorded in the country in
which he has his habitual residence the same
protection as is accorded to nationals of that

country.

In the territory of any other

Contracting States, he shall be accorded the
same protection as is accorded in that territory
to nationals of the country in which he has his
habitual residence.

Article 15. Right of association
As regards non-political and non-profit-making
associations and trade unions the Contracting
States shall accord to refugees lawfully staying
in their territory the most favourable treatment
accorded to nationals of a foreign country, in
the same circumstances.

Article 16. Access to courts
1. A refugee shall have free access to the

courts of law on the territory of all
Contracting States.

. A refugee shall enjoy in the Contracting

State in which he has his habitual residence
the same treatment as a national in matters
pertaining to access to the courts, including
legal assistance and exemption from cautio
judicatum solvi.

. A refugee shall be accorded in the matters

referred to in paragraph 2 in countries other
than that in which he has his habitual
residence the treatment granted to a national
of the country of his habitual residence.

CHAPTERIII GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT

Article 17. Wage-earning employment

1.

The Contracting States shall accord to
refugees lawfully staying in their territory
the most favourable treatment accorded to
nationals of a foreign country in the same
circumstances, as regards the right to engage

A9l w3 Fef 7
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in wage- earning employment.

2.

In any case, restrictive measures imposed on
aliens or the employment of aliens for the
protection of the national labour market shall
not be applied to a refugee who was already
exempt from them at the date of entry into
force of this Convention for the Contracting
State concerned, or who fulfills one of the
following conditions:

(a) He has completed three years' residence in

the country;

3.

Article

(b) He has a spouse possessing the nationality
of the country of residence. A refugee
may not invoke the benefit of this
provision if he has abandoned his spouse;

(c) He has one or more children possessing

the nationality of the country of residence.

The Contracting States shall give
sympathetic consideration to assimilating the
rights of all refugees with regard to
wage-earning employment to those of
nationals, and in particular of those refugees
who have entered their territory pursuant to
programmes of labour recruitment or under
immigration schemes.

18. Self-employment

The Contracting States shall accord to a
refugee lawfully in their territory treatment as
favourable as possible and, in any event, not
less favourable than that accorded to aliens
generally in the same circumstances, as regards
the right to engage on his own account in

agriculture,

industry,  handicrafts  and

commerce and to establish commercial and
industrial companies.

Article

1.

19. Liberal professions

Each Contracting State shall accord to
refugees lawfully staying in their territory
who hold diplomas recognized by the
competent authorities of that State, and who

are desirous of practising a liberal
profession, treatment as favourable as
possible and, in any event, not less

favourable than that accorded to aliens
generally in the same circumstances.

. The Contracting States shall use their best
endeavours consistently with their laws and
constitutions to secure the settlement of such
refugees in the territories, other than the
metropolitan territory, for whose
international relations they are responsible.
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As regards housing, the Contracting States, in
so far as the matter is regulated by laws or
4 % EA regulations or is subject to the control of public
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staying in their territory treatment as
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treatment with respect to public relief and
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1. The Contracting States shall accord to

£ Fofstar, ojugh B9l oM e s refugees lawfully staying in their territory

3 ApAatol A dubd o g e]Zelel| ] Ho] the same treatment as is accorded to

) nationals in respect of the following matters;

3R the-Ee 2shA] opddt divE - (a) In so far as such matters are governed by

o s}, laws or regulations or are subject to the

control of administrative authorities:
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(b) ARBIEAAIAE, Ay 24 A for the mgintenance of a(.:q.u.ired rights
A L L ol o} and rights in course of acquisition;
B, o, =8, A, A, 7R (il) National laws or regulations of the
71eF g Ee we AR RAA|Ee coun.trly of residence may p]rjescri“be
) special arrangements concerning benefits
= ZH 218 b H . .
idel #i= Akl de W), o or portions of benefits which are payable
v oo FAE FHolke AL H)E) wholly out of public funds, and

concerning allowances paid to persons
who do not fulfil the contribution

#) opgi}.

(1) A5 Az A5H4 S = conditions prescribed for the award of a
Ao AT 3] HAF 242 nortmal pension.
Fsh= A, 2. The right to compensation for the death of a
(ii) AZFsla 9= Aoke] o) refugee resulting from employment injury or
I ) d—l from occupational disease shall not be
FEAEAA A AHEE F5 affected by the fact that the residence of the
AR w= QX #sle], T3k B4 beneficiary is outside the territory of the

Contracting State.
| 3. The Contracting States shall extend to
| refugees the benefits of agreements
concluded between them, or which may be
concluded between them in the future,

£ A= A concerning the maintenance of acquired
2. AR E= WolHoA] Y]olEhs wal gghts and rights in the process of acquisition
i in regard to social security, subject only to
o Apdel thgh BARS WS s 19 the conditions which apply to nationals of
A2 HEsR= A} Aekte] ol ol the States signatory to the agreements in
) question.
AFsha gk AR QIsto] e

#) opJiet,

3. Aok ABHAY wE A5 B4 F
o gl AEAgo] B Azle] fo]
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oAl A8d 208 dlo] SHA7|L



3 1
010 1‘/_]—
o

4. Aok

ke )
54 44 =A

A2BZ(WHA 9x)

Aol 2f7t ofojat U o]
oA H-ofgitt,

4718 Akl bjA| k=T
a4 fFrastAY XLEH
Aol g3t o]9)7} &

gk drlo] A T°43]”C

sl 9 g
o] o] 7]_1—5—’55}
o

“

o= 11

1101'

1<>m

=

°N

mlo r014
2o

1. wlo] 1] A2 WAl gloid By
Hoz 9F/ue A2E B s 4
3711 928 TE F 92wl
el AZda Qi AR ATl
A% e AR dsle] Teld 9
7h e ol e 25,

2. A13olA ¢

Foh=s Aol 73 E= oA

1T Il A e)=elo] BapAow B

) 7o i olF B 4R

%] Aol tfsje] Ao

A Agse gmel s Aololol

5. o] Z9] A Al2Tx 2 A2Rx] HES

4. The Contracting States will give sympathetic

consideration to extending to refugees so far
as possible the Dbenefits of similar
agreements which may at any time be in
force between such Contracting States and
non- contracting States.

CHAPTERV ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES

Article 25. administrative assistance

1. When the exercise of a right by a refugee

would normally require the assistance of
authorities of a foreign country to whom he
cannot have recourse, the Contracting States
in whose territory he is residing shall arrange
that such assistance be afforded to him by
their own authorities or by an international
authority.

. The authority or authorities mentioned in

paragraph 1 shall deliver or cause to be
delivered under their supervision to refugees
such documents or certifications as would
normally be delivered to aliens by or through
their national authorities.

. Documents or certifications so delivered

shall stand in the stead of the official
instruments delivered to aliens by or through
their national authorities, and shall be given
credence in the absence of proof to the
contrary.

. Subject to such exceptional treatment as may

be granted to indigent persons, fees may be
charged for the services mentioned herein,
but such fees shall be moderate and
commensurate with those charged to
nationals for similar services.

. The provisions of this article shall be

without prejudice to articles 27 and 28.

Article 26. Freedom of movement
Each Contracting State shall accord to refugees
lawfully in its territory the right to choose their
place of residence and to move freely within its
territory subject to any regulations applicable
to aliens generally in the same circumstances.
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Article 27. Identity papers
The Contracting States shall issue identity
papers to any refugee in their territory who
does not possess a valid travel document.

Article 28. Travel documents

1. The Contracting States shall issue to refugees
lawfully staying in their territory travel
documents for the purpose of travel outside
their territory, unless compelling reasons of
national security or public order otherwise
require, and the provisions of the Schedule to
this Convention shall apply with respect to
such documents. The Contracting States may
issue such a travel document to any other
refugee in their territory; they shall in
particular give sympathetic consideration to
the issue of such a travel document to
refugees in their territory who are unable to
obtain a travel document from the country of
their lawful residence.

2. Travel documents issued to refugees under
previous international agreements by Parties
thereto shall be recognized and treated by
the Contracting States in the same way as if
they had been issued pursuant to this article.

Article 29. Fiscal charges

1. The Contracting States shall not impose
upon refugees duties, charges or taxes, of
any description whatsoever, other or higher
than those which are or may be levied on
their nationals in similar situations.

2. Nothing in the above paragraph shall
prevent the application to refugees of the
laws and regulations concerning charges in
respect of the issue to aliens of
administrative documents including identity
papers.

Article 30. Transfer of assets
1. A Contracting State shall, in conformity
with its laws and regulations, permit
refugees to transfer assets which they have
brought into its territory, to another country
where they have been admitted for the
purposes of resettlement.
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2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the

movements of such refugees restrictions
other than those which are necessary and
such restrictions shall only be applied until
their status in the country is regularized or
they obtain admission into another country.
The Contracting States shall allow such
refugees a reasonable period and all the
necessary facilities to obtain admission into
another country.

Article 31. Refiugees unlawfully in the country of

refuge

1.

The Contracting States shall not impose
penalties, on account of their illegal entry or
presence, on refugees who, coming directly
from a territory where their life or freedom
was threatened in the sense of article 1, enter
or are present in their territory without
authorization, provided they present
themselves without delay to the authorities
and show good cause for their illegal entry
or presence.

. The Contracting States shall not apply to the

movements of such refugees restrictions
other than those which are necessary and
such restrictions shall only be applied until
their status in the country is regularized or
they obtain admission into another country.
The Contracting States shall allow such
refugees a reasonable period and all the
necessary facilities to obtain admission into
another country.

Article 32. Expulsion
1. The Contracting States shall not expel a

refugee lawfully in their territory save on
grounds of national security or public order.

. The expulsion of such a refugee shall be

only in pursuance of a decision reached in
accordance with due process of law. Except
where compelling reasons of national
security otherwise require, the refugee shall
be allowed to submit evidence to clear
himself, and to appeal to and be represented
for the purpose before competent authority
or a person or persons specially designated
by the competent authority.

A 9jell ¥ ek 13



AIBAZ(F13})

Fa7) 98] BeeTa
owu} Aoke 1 7]
Qe

2. A}z Qe
A Ak AR e A
V7t g A e 59 e

Wto] 199 Po] WP 1 FohE

FA0 dhalel AP EAVE € A o

F49) olole aTa o,

Aepsie o) 53k % AskE Ths

@ & g AEe 59 At 44

o)
J

64 AR A3 atA

=
T 1% SABR= %xﬂ?ﬂ el oe 7%
9 o] 3l gloiM ols 71wt ¥
& As ofFdlaL, 53] olg 7]de] o] ¥
ool & A8k e sk A5
9 el QoA olg 7]HA Bl A
Tt
2. Aoke FAAY PG AP
EE OE AR A e Ve

3. The Contracting States shall allow such a

refugee a reasonable period within which to
seek legal admission into another country.
The Contracting States reserve the right to
apply during that period such internal
measures as they may deem necessary.

Article 33. Prohibition of expulsion or return
("'refoulement”)
1. No Contracting State shall expel or return

("refouler") a refugee in any manner
whatsoever to the frontiers of territories
where his life or freedom would be
threatened on account of his race, religion,
nationality, membership of a particular
social group or political opinion.

. The benefit of the present provision may

not, however, be claimed by a refugee whom
there are reasonable grounds for regarding
as a danger to the security of the country in
which he is, or who, having been convicted
by a final judgement of a particularly serious
crime, constitutes a danger to the community
of that country.

Article 34. Naturalization

The Contracting States shall as far as possible
facilitate the assimilation and naturalization of
refugees. They shall in particular make every
effort to expedite naturalization proceedings
and to reduce as far as possible the charges and
costs of such proceedings.

CHAPTER VI EXECUTORY AND
TRANSITORY PROVISIONS

Article 35. Co-operation of the national authorities
with the United Nations

1.

The Contracting States undertake to
co-operate with the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees,
or any other agency of the United Nations
which may succeed it, in the exercise of its
functions, and shall in particular facilitate its
duty of supervising the application of the
provisions of this Convention.

. In order to enable the Office of the High

Commissioner or any other agency of the
United Nations which may succeed it, to
make reports to the competent organs of the
United Nations, the Contracting States
undertake to provide them in the appropriate
form with information and statistical data
requested concerning:



(c) het A 9 A Aled HE (a) The condition of refugees,

€]
AR Tak An)  AFEe wA|Ad AL aI(lk()i) The implementation of this Convention,
FZA o] ok A8-S gHa] st (c) Laws, regulations and decrees which are,
o] A= HES L), ;)erﬁir;zls-hereafter be, in force relating to
ATZ(FA] Forke] ) o] Yokl ARx A2 Article 36. Information on national legislation
318 Agglo] glo], o] Pk Aok Alo] The Contracting States shall communicate to

X R O], 1 £9 210 the Secretary-General of the United Nations
oM 1922 7€ 59, 19244 59 314, 1926 the laws and regulations which they may adopt
d 59 129, 19284 69 30¥ % 1935 7€ to ensure the application of this Convention.

_ Article 37. Relation to previous conventions
olo] aok 9] 9gol 3 99] k nto $
309kl ef, 1083 109 2851 51 1038 24 Without prejudice to article 28, paragraph 2, of

1099 3ok, 19399 9¢ 1499 oA 2 this Convention, this Convention replaces, as
19464 102 15219] oks Tjalght) between Parties to it, the Arrangements of 5
1l = T2 Al .

July 1922, 31 May 1924, 12 May 1926, 30
June 1928 and 30 July 1935, the Conventions

%3} of 28 October 1933 and 10 February 1938, the
Protocol of 14 September 1939 and the
Agreement of 15 October 1946.

7 A

o

B
ofN

AR ) o] ool B m Hgol B

2
3 ok galzke] BEAlo @A v v CHAPTER VII FINAL CLAUSES

ofgte] dlde = gl e AP T Article 38. Settlement of disputes

o] Aidalare] QA dslo] IZAAPH AT Any dispute between Parties to this

Convention relating to its interpretation or

2o HEkg L .
o e application, which cannot be settled by other

A39F(AE, v 2 7)) means, shall be referred to the International
1. o] doke 19514 79 28le] AulolA Court of Justice at the request of any one of the

parties to the dispute.

APl A 7|BHATE, o] Feke 19514 Article 39. Signature, ratification and accession
1. This Convention shall be opened for

74 8UFE g 89 317 =AY signature at Geneva on 28 July 1951 and
TEAETA, B9 99 1797E 19524 shall thereafter be deposited with the

Secretary-General of the United Nations. It
shall be open for signature at the European
S3te] oA FiekET) Office of the United Nations from 28 July to

_ . N 31 August 1951 and shall be re-opened for
Foko. lo] RE 3oy
2. ° Foke SAldge] 2 sdsst w signature at the Headquarters of the United

9 Eardzie] 2] 9ef st Hd@s]elo] Nations from 17 September 1951 to 31
1316—]'1;:?‘ ,%7_@% 3—71_7]_ 5‘—:‘11_:_‘ %Qoﬂ ‘qé_]_o% December 1952.

s
w2 2R Brhel NS sl

A 2. This Convention shall be open for signature

TP}, o Yok HlEEofof stal, H] on behalf of all States Members of the

2= A A AFEEA) A 7] ek}, United Nations, and also on behalf of any

) ) other State invited to attend the Conference

3. Foke 22 Al Aud =7k of Plenipotentiaries on the Status of

7S & 1951d 79 28A%E subE Refugees and Stateless Persons or to which

- . an invitation to sign will have been

o 7R AR AR A 7EAA addressed by the General Assembly. It shall

g 7jggto v aEs Wil be ratified and the instruments of ratification

y shall be deposited with the
A0 23

Secretary-General of the United Nations.
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= G #ato] o Foks A8gtt 3. This Convention shall be open from 28 July

= AL MolEt 2= %]\r/} O]a 5k Aole O] 1951 for accessior} by the States refferred to in
paragraph 2 of this article. Accession shall be
Yool 1 w7tol| diste] Wad W a¢S effected by the deposit of an instrument of
uFAIC} accession with the Secretary-General of the
. ) United Nations.
2. 1 FADE AFFEAA AAEA
Epstozxn 23t HLS sty w3t Article 40. Territorial application clause
- 1. Any State may, at the time of signature,
A HAAY Sl T ratif}i/cation or }a/lccession, declare tﬁat this
ol JERE Y & = 1 2l o Convention shall extend to all or any of the
= . s - territories for the international relations of
stol o] gefel dashs del A T % which it is responsible. Such a declaration
S JdEHE g8S s shall take effect when the Convention enters
3. WA= A, wE w7l ol into force.for the State concerned. .
2. At any time thereafter any such extension
ool HBEA| ofsl= Fol st shall be made by notification addressed to
o] ForS A8 A|7]7] Yokl FmAke] o the Secretary-General of the United Natipns
6 mon R 4 ojoto] Ag] w and shall take effect as from the ninetieth
2 g 4 13 4] B 5 day after the day of receipt by the Secretary-
ole AT 3o s 2= HT 7} General of the United Nations of this
S A notification, or as from the date of entry into
c o= W force of the Convention for the State
A1z (A %3} Aoko] Mk TE H|TUA| concerned, whichever is the later.
o L 16 o _ 3. With respect to those territories to which this
7R AT v s A8 Convention is not extended at the time of
(a) o] ek Ao T 1 A7} dAHbe] signature, ratification or accession, each
o Lol o) o o PR State concerned shall consider the possibility
ezl el Hel el Sk of taking the necessary steps in order to
Aol AstoAr =, AR oF= < extend the application of this Convention to
HhA| 27p7} ohd Hoke] o]e) Eo) such territories, subject, where necessary for
constitutional reasons, to the consent of the
g Ao 3} Governments of such territories.

(b) o] gete] s oA o1 AAPt g
Article 41. Federal clause
5 .
de] ] el In the case of a Federal or non-unitary State,
A=A A= the following provisions shall apply:
(a) With respect to those articles of this

= Convention that come within the
= Ao st APAFE A legislative jurisdiction of the federal
= i Fo] Agsl 7)) e legislative authority, the obhgafuons of the
’ T 'L ! _"' ° 12l o _}Oq Federal Government shall to this extent be
7hsgh g e 304l Hael the same as those of parties which are not
1 RS ERai Federal States;
) o= o _ (b) With respect to those articles of this
(c) o] gete] Aokl Al =7k A Convention that come within the
Agt APREALS Eslo] o] Foko] 2 legislative  jurisdiction of constituent

dokmo =y axo] ol AS o States, provinces or cantons which are not,
Aerromid age] si= A, ©l under the constitutional system of the
gloko] Ao Ao T3k Ay}l 1 Federation, bound to take legislative
action, the Federal Government shall bring

Jqchole] Wl W whale] FhEk Amo. : .
TaEelel WY R el A s such articles with a  favourable
AAEa, T3 A V)R] ZXlo 9 recommendation to the notice of the
alo] o] Foke] jpAo] AA|EIL 9= appropriate authorities of States, provinces

A42Z(F-1.)



1. e AW BH)E EE 7FAA or cantons at the earliest possible moment;

o] #oko] Al1F, A3, A162(1), A33 : :
[ T162(1), _ﬂ (c) A Federal State Party to this Convention
Z, Az A A6z 118 Qo= FHoF shall, at the request of any other
TR Ago] Tate] SrE 4= 9r}, Contracting State transmitteq through the
) o = Secretary-General of the United Nations,
2. o] = A we} frHE WF =7k = supply a statement of the law and practice
At AFEEA | st Bz el & of the Federation and its constituent units
as in regard to any particular provision of the

= = } 2= o)

RS AEA AT 5 Convention showing the extent to which
A43z(a) effect has been given to that provision by

legislative or other action.

Article 42. Reservations

2. o] Yok oAl WA nlEA EE 7HY 1. At the time of signature, ratification or
A7} 7)EE B oH|E e slelahs 2l accession, any State may make reservations
1-} I8 - HIE S Thsdehs =7 to articles of the Convention other than to
tsted= 1 HlEA B 7EA7E 71EE articles 1, 3, 4, 16 (1), 33, 36-46 inclusive.
UgHE] 90ol Bof g s}, 2. Any State' making a reserva.tion . in
- accordance with paragraph 1 of this article
AUz 71 may at any time withdraw the reservation by

a communication to that effect addressed to
the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
Article 43. Entry into force
= 1. This Convention shall come into force on

= . . the ninetieth day following the day of
A7 = Bt APEEAo] BEaE AS
2. A1 FAAY &gl TaE AF deposit of the sixth instrument of ratification

1 ofudt A= AN AR

o
g2 o] gokg AAEA A1 &

o o

3 YEEE 1d Fol| G Aok tis} or accession.

= . 2. For each State ratifying or acceding to the

2o ukAE) ying g
o 5Es WA, N Convention after the deposit of the sixth
3. A4zl vt A == B1E 33 7} instrument of ratification or accession, the
T A=A EA AT AR T C.onv.ention shall eqter into force on th.e
o o0 Sore] 4 ninetieth day following the date of deposit
& gl o] Hete] 48 by such State of its instrument of ratification

&

or accession.

Article 44. Denunciation
2HE 1d 3o 588w} 1. Any Contracting State may denounce this
Convention at any time by a notification

Z(NA
ASZONA) . addressed to the Secretary-General of the
L. oug Aofwe FAAY ARl o United Nations.

3 EneR A=A o] doke] AL g 2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the
o Contracting State concerned one year from
93 & At the date upon which it is received by the

9. ZAAY Z3)= A7) aHo| Bsle] %X Secretary-Gengral of the United Natioqs.
o o ) 3. Any State which has made a declaration or
7} A83 A o5 At notification under article 40 may, at any time
A6 Z(ZA AT A=A o3t E1) thereafter, by a notification to the
_ . _ Secretary-General of the United Nations,

1 EXY 1 = 3o .

FADT ARFTEEE AR 22 sl declare that the Convention shall cease to
I A39Z0) FATE v Y| tiEte] thE extend to such territory one year after the

date of receipt of the notification by the
Secretary-General.
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Article 45. Revision

1. Any Contracting State may request revision
of this Convention at any time by a
notification addressed to the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United
Nations shall recommend the steps, if any, to
be taken in respect of such request.

Article 46. Notifications by the Secretary-General of
the United Nations

The Secretary-General of the United Nations
shall inform all Members of the United Nations
and non-member States referred to in article
39:
(a) Of declarations and notifications in
accordance with section B of article 1;
(b) Of signatures, ratifications and accessions
in accordance with article 39;
(c) Of declarations and notifications in
accordance with article 40;
(d) Of reservations and withdrawals in
accordance with article 42;
(e) Of the date on which this Convention will
come into force in accordance with article
43;
(f) Of denunciations and notifications in
accordance with article 44;
(g) Of requests for revision in accordance
with article 45.

In faith whereof the undersigned, duly
authorized, have signed this Convention on
behalf of their respective Governments.

Done at Geneva, this twenty-eighth day of
July, one thousand nine hundred and fifty-one,
in a single copy, of which the English and
French texts are equally authentic and which
shall remain deposited in the archives of the
United Nations, and certified true copies of
which shall be delivered to all Members of the
United Nations and to the non-member States
referred to in article 39.

Schedule

Paragraph 1

1. The travel document referred to in article 28
of this Convention shall be similar to the
specimen annexed hereto.

2. The document shall be made out in at least
two languages, one of which shall be
English or French.

Paragraph 2

Subject to the regulations obtaining in the
country of issue, children may be included in
the travel document of a parent or, in
exceptional circumstances, of another adult
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refugee.
Paragraph 3

The fees charged for issue of the document

shall not exceed the lowest scale of charges for

national passports.
Paragraph 4

Save in special or exceptional cases, the

document shall be made valid for the largest

possible number of countries.
Paragraph 5

The document shall have a validity of either

one or two years, at the discretion of the

issuing authority.
aragraph 6

1. The renewal or extension of the validity of
the document is a matter for the authority
which issued it, so long as the holder has not
established lawful residence in another
territory and resides lawfully in the territory
of the said authority. The issue of a new
document is, under the same conditions, a
matter for the authority which issued the
former document.

2. Diplomatic or consular authorities specially
authorized for the purpose, shall be
empowered to extend, for a period not
exceeding six months, the validity of travel
documents issued by their Governments.

3. The Contracting States shall give
sympathetic consideration to renewing or
extending the validity of travel documents or
issuing new documents to refugees no
longer lawfully resident in their territory
who are unable to obtain a travel document
from the country of their lawful residence.

Paragraph 7

The Contracting States shall recognize the

validity of the documents issued in accordance

with the provisions of article 28 of this

Convention.

Paragraph 8

The competent authorities of the country to

which the refugee desires to proceed shall, if

they are prepared to admit him and if a visa is
required, affix a visa on the document of which
he is the holder.

Paragraph 9

1. The Contracting States undertake to issue
transit visas to refugees who have obtained
visas for a territory of final destination.

2. The issue of such visas may be refused on
grounds which would justify refusal of a
visa to any alien.

Paragraph 10

The fees for the issue of exit, entry or transit

visas shall not exceed the lowest scale of

charges for visas on foreign passports.
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Paragraph 11

When a refugee has lawfully taken up
residence in the territory of another
Contracting State, the responsibility for the
issue of a new document, under the terms and
conditions of Article 28 shall be that of the
competent authority of that territory, to which
the refugee shall be entitled to apply.

Paragraph 12

The authority issuing a new document shall
withdraw the old document and shall return it
to the country of issue, if it is stated in the
document that it should be so returned,
otherwise it shall withdraw and cancel the
document.

Paragraph 13

1. Each Contracting State undertakes that the
holder of a travel document issued by it in
accordance with article 28 of this
Convention shall be readmitted to its
territory at any time during the period of its
validity.

2. Subject to the provisions of the preceding
sub-paragraph, a Contracting State may
require the holder of the document to
comply with such formalities as may be
prescribed in regard to exit from or return to
its territory.

3. The Contracting States reserve the rights, in
exceptional cases, or in cases where the
refugee's stay is authorized for a specific
period, when issuing the document, to limit
the period during which the refugee may
return to a period of not less than three
months.

Paragraph 14

Subject only to the terms of paragraph 13, the
provisions of this Schedule in no way affect
the laws and regulations governing the
conditions of admission to, transit through,
residence and establishment in, and departure
from, the territories of the Contracting States.

Paragraph 15

Neither the issue of the document nor the
entries made thereon determine or affect the
status of the holder, particularly as regards
nationality.

Paragraph 16

The issue of the document does not in any way
entitle the holder to the protection of the
diplomatic or consular authorities of the
country of issue, and does not ipso facto confer
on these authorities a right of protection.



