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FE £:APIL's Note on Long Xing 629 Case
(Updated 13 May 2020)
Jong Chul Kim

After 26 April 2020, interviews were conducted with Indonesian crew members, who had worked onboard Longxing 629
owned by Dalian Ocean Fishing Co., Ltd. This note is a living document based on oral and written communications with
the crew members. The interviewed crew members returned to Indonesia on 8 May 2020 after having been in quarantine
for 14-days at Ramada Hotel near Busan Railway Station starting from 23 April 2020, when they had been allowed to
enter.?

On 14th February 2019, 22 Indonesian crew members including the interviewees came to Busan, Korea, boarded Longxing
629, a tuna longliner, and sailed on board the vessel to Samoa waters for catching tunas.® After starting to work on
Longxing 629, they experienced the deaths of four colleague fishers, were subjected to human rights violations
constituting human trafficking, and were exploited to commit IUU fishing including shark finning.

Three deaths

While they were operating in waters near Samoa, three Indonesian crew members (Sepri, Alfatah and Ari) died of
unknown illness after showing the same symptoms, some of which were swelling, chest pain, and breathing difficulties.
The symptoms for Sepri and Alfatah persisted for more than 45 days, and in the case of Ari for about 17 days. The captain
just fed them a large amount of unknown medicines ignoring requests by the crew members to take them to a hospital
in Samoa. Sepri died onboard Longxing 629 and the other two, Alfatah and Ari died on its sister vessels, respectively
Longxing 8023 and Tian Yu 83 to which they have been transferred. Even though there were persistent requests by the
crew to preserve the dead bodies in refrigeration based on their contract, the captains abandoned them at sea.3® The
following are the dates and vessels relating to their deaths and abandonment (Table 1).

28 CMM 2019-07 3%}: c. WCPFC2| ZEX|7} Hdl= Al

ITHZ oj22 7|5t B0 E SIX| UUZLE, S/E 20 42,1
X|of Etst= AEO| 2X|E O{FE AtE% 22, i werF I wepre EEXX| TS0 Hists oY Hlo 7HESH 32

29 Tian Yu 8 and Long Xing 605 carrying the Indonesian crews including the interviewees had come to waters near Busan in 14 April 2020, but the
crew of long Xing 629 were allowed to enter Korea 10 days later.

30 Two Indonesian crews returned to Indonesia in March 2019 after being transferred to Long Xing 630.

31 The other two Indonesian crews in Long Xing 629 were transferred to the Long Xing 802 in 27 December 2019 along with Alfatah and returned to
Indonesia.

32 The other two Indonesian crews in Long Xing 629 were transferred to the Long Xing 802 in 27 December 2019 along with Alfatah and returned to
Indonesia.

33 https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=2&v=dfchKk20WNuE&feature=emb_logo (accessed on 2020.06.29)
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Table 1: Personal information and date of abandonment of deceased crew members

Names Sepri M Muh Alfatah Ari

Date of Death 2019. 12. 21. 2019. 12. 27. 2020. 3. 30.
Place of Death (vessel) Longxing 629 Longxing 802 Tian Yu 8
Date of Abandonment 2019.12. 21. 2019.12. 27. 2020. 3. 30.

Human Trafficking

Besides the threat of death from unknown diseases, the Indonesian crew members were also subjected to human
rights/labor rights violations constituting human trafficking as follows.

*Working hours: They had to work 18 hours a day, sometimes for two days in a low without rest.

*Remaining at sea for 13 months: They did not have a port call while operating. The crew members stated that Longxing
629 was provided food and fuel/oil approximately 5 times by 4 different tanker vessels one of which is Angel No.1 (IMO
9434709, Fig. 2) owned by Winson Group34. And as for the fish transport, there were at least 4 transshipments by 4
different carrier vessels two of which were Lady Tuna (Panama flag IMO: 9453418, Fig. 3) and Sei Yu (S. Korea flag)®>.

Fig. 2: Angel No.1 (IMO 9434709)

34 http://www.winsonoil.com/vessels_2.asp (accessed on 2020.06.29)

35 One of the crews remembered Sei Yu as the name of fish carrier vessel when he read the list of vessels in https://www.wcpfc.int/record-fishing-
vessel-
database?flag=Korea+%28Republic+of%29&field_vessel_submitted_by_ccm_value=All&type=FISH+CARRIER&name=&ircs=&win=&vid=&imo=&auth_
tranship_hs=All&fishing_methods=All (accessed on 2020.06.29)


http://www.winsonoil.com/vessels_2.asp
https://www.wcpfc.int/record-fishing-vessel-database?flag=Korea+%28Republic+of%29&field_vessel_submitted_by_ccm_value=All&type=FISH+CARRIER&name=&ircs=&win=&vid=&imo=&auth_tranship_hs=All&fishing_methods=All
https://www.wcpfc.int/record-fishing-vessel-database?flag=Korea+%28Republic+of%29&field_vessel_submitted_by_ccm_value=All&type=FISH+CARRIER&name=&ircs=&win=&vid=&imo=&auth_tranship_hs=All&fishing_methods=All
https://www.wcpfc.int/record-fishing-vessel-database?flag=Korea+%28Republic+of%29&field_vessel_submitted_by_ccm_value=All&type=FISH+CARRIER&name=&ircs=&win=&vid=&imo=&auth_tranship_hs=All&fishing_methods=All
https://www.wcpfc.int/record-fishing-vessel-database?flag=Korea+%28Republic+of%29&field_vessel_submitted_by_ccm_value=All&type=FISH+CARRIER&name=&ircs=&win=&vid=&imo=&auth_tranship_hs=All&fishing_methods=All

*Drinking salty water: They drank salty water converted from sea water while their Chinese counterparts drank bottled
water. The crew members claimed that drinking the salty water made their colleagues sick leading to death.

*Food: Their main food was rice and fish which was also used as bait or lures. Chicken was served for every dinner only
during the period of tuna operation from February to September. Frozen vegetables were provided twice a month (Fig.
4).

Fig. 4: Food the Indonesian crews were provided in Longxing 629

*Verbal and physical abuses: Verbal abuse was everyday experience to the crews. At least 5 crew members were subjected
to physical violence by the vice-captain®® and a Chinese senior crew. Crew members were struck on either the back or
the head for the reason that they could not understand what they were saying.

*Passport confiscation: The captain of Longxing 629 confiscated all passports of crew members immediately after they
got on board. Even after they landed in Busan on 23 May 2020, a Korean manning agency kept their passports while they
were in quarantine.

*Wage withholding, deductions, and non-payment: Crew members’ monthly wages were between USD 300 and USD 450,
of which half was deducted as a recruitment fee3’ and withheld as a security deposit. Most of the other half was rarely
paid (refer to Table 2).

*Toilet and bathroom: There are 2 toilets and 2 bathrooms in Longxing 629. Since one toilet and one bathroom were
dedicated only to the captain, 22 Indonesian crew members and about 6 Chinese crew members had to share one toilet.
Because the Indonesian crew members were not allowed to use bathroom, they took shower on the deck with seawater
and distilled but still dirty water.

36 The vice-captain went to China being transferred to Tian Yu 8 in December 2019.

37 These are 4 recruitment agencies in Indonesia which recruited the crews: 1. Pt. Lakemba Perkasa Bahari (5 crews including the late Pasaribu
Efendi), 2. Pt. Alfira (8 crew including the late Alfirah), 3. Pt. Sinar Muara Gemilang (6 crew), 4. Pt. PT Karunia Bahari Samudera (3 crew including the
late Sepri and the late Ari). And reportedly the last three recruitment agencies placed the crews to Long Xing 629 through a Chinese manning agency
in Fiji, Orient Commercial and Trade Co., Ltd.
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Table 2: Information on wage withholding, deduction, and non-payment of wages

Crew . . Monthly | Service fee deducted | Security deposit | Insurance fee to be Wages paid for . 39
Date of birth Recruitment agency 38 Paid rate

member wage out of wage out of wages deducted out of wage | 13 months

#1 1992 Nov. 11 PT. LAKEMBA PERKASA BAHARI $400 $500 $800 $2,150 41.3%
#2 1999 Jan. 10 PT. LAKEMBA PERKASA BAHARI $300 $850 $800 $800 20.5%
#3 2000 Nov. 04 PT. LAKEMBA PERKASA BAHARI $300 $300 $800 $800 20.5%
#4 1999 Aug. 02 PT. LAKEMBA PERKASA BAHARI $300 $850 $800 $800 20.5%
#5 2000 Mar. 29 | PT. Alfira Perdana Jaya $300 $1,145 $1,000 $140 $120 3.1%
#6 1999 Sept. 17 | PT. Alfira Perdana Jaya $300 $1,145 $1,000 $140 $120 3.1%
#7 1999 Nov. 27 | PT. Alfira Perdana Jaya $300 $1,145 $1,000 $140 $120 3.1%
#8 1998 Jan. 25 PT. Alfira Perdana Jaya $300 $1,145 $1,000 $140 $120 3.1%
#9 2000 Aug. 06 | PT. Alfira Perdana Jaya $300 $1,145 $1,000 $140 $120 3.1%
#10 1999 Mar. 02 | PT. Sinar Muara Gemilang $300 $750 $900 $300 7.7%
#11 1995 Sept. 09 | PT. Sinar Muara Gemilang $450 $600 $900 $650 11.1%
#12 1999 Aug. 23 | PT. Sinar Muara Gemilang $300 $750 $900 $300 7.7%
#13 1985 July 31 PT. Sinar Muara Gemilang $300 $750 $900 $300 7.7%
#14 1998 Dec. 02 | PT. Sinar Muara Gemilang $300 $750 $900 $300 7.7%

38 As long as crew completes the term of a contract, security deposit is to be paid upon returning to Indonesia from recruitment agency.

39 Paid rate = [Wages paid for 13 months / (Monthly wage * 13)] * 100 (%)

11




IUU including shark finning

Shark finning has been prevalent not only in Longxing 629, but also in other at least 11 sister vessels including Longxing
806, Longxing 805, Longxing 630, Longxing 802, Longxing 605, Longxing 607, Longxing 608 and Tian Yu 8, all of which are
owned by Dalian Ocean Fishing Co., Ltd. Interviewees stated that they have specific fishing rods (gears) for catching sharks
with which they were catching more than 20 sharks a day. From September to February, they were only catching sharks
rather than tuna. The crews were ordered to move shark fins from one vessel to another by small boats when the vessel
was supposed to go to port.

Processing the sharks, which includes finning, drying, packaging and fridge storing is their everyday task. Interviewees
estimated that when they left Longxing, they found at least 16 boxes (each box containing 45 kg) full of shark fins. One of
the interviewees reported having experience in moving shark fins from one vessel to another using small boats whenever
sister vessels were scheduled to go to port.

And they also caught what seems to be endangered species. Crew members reported that when a whale was caught,
Chinese crew members killed it to extract brain and genitals. Below are photos of sea animals taken by the crew members.
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Fig. 5: Shortfin Mako Shark caught by Longxing 629
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Fig. 7: White Shark caught by Longxing 629
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Fig. 8: False Killer Whale caught by Longxing 629

Fig. 9: Shark’s fins on Longxing 629
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Fig. 10: Shark's fins being dried on Longxing 629

Another death in Busan

Along with other crew members, Tian Yu 8 and Longxing 605 carrying 9 and 6 Indonesian crew members respectively who
previously worked on Longxing 629 arrived in Busan, Korea on 14 April 2020. But even though they entered Korean
territorial seas, they could not enter Busan port for 10 days as Korean Immigration authorities did not allow them to
disembark. While many of crew members should have stayed in those two vessels, 27 Indonesian fishers were allowed to
enter Korea on 23 April 2020%°, out of which 11 crew members flew back to Indonesia and the remainder, 15 crew
members, who had previously worked on Longxing 629 were sent to the Ramada Hotel for a 14-day quarantine with
facilitation by a Korean manning agency, Fisco Marine*! (see the next page, Table 3).

While the crew members were in quarantine at the hotel, Pasaribu Efendi died on 27 April 2020. Even though he showed
the same symptoms as those of the late Ari, Alfatah and Sepri from February 2020 on board Tian Yu 8 en route to Busan,
he was not transferred to a hospital even after he entered Korea on 23 April 2020. Pasaribu Efendi was sent to an
emergency room of Busan medical Center®? at 17:30 on 26 April 2020, but he died at 06:00 the next day.

The crew members returned to Indonesia on 8 May 2020 and the late Pasaribu Efendi was buried on 12 May 2020 without
an autopsy which should have been conducted to identify the cause of death*3.

40 While Long Xing 605 is sailing within Korean territorial sea as of 29 April 2020, Tina Yu 8 already returned to China in 24 April 2020.
41 +82-51-253-8899
42 The hospital did not find any virus from the dead body and decided not to do an autopsy on the corpse.

43 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5tiukEAIHk&feature=youtu.be (accessed on 2020.06.29)
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Table 3: Movements of the crew in Longxing 629, Longxing 604, Longxing 605, Tian Yu 8, Tian Xiang 8, Tian Xiang 16, and Tian Xiang 606

Crews/vessels Tian Yu 8 Longxing 605 Note
Chinese Crews 12 9 They stayed in the vessels as of 24 April 2020.
Indonesian Crews Employed for Tian Yu 8 and Longxing 604 3 10 They entered Korean in 24 April 2020 and flew back to Indonesia
from the beginning but two of them onboard Longxing 605 whose passport were
expired stayed in the vessel then.
Transferred from sister vessels, 7 1 They stayed in the vessels as of 24 April 2020.
Tian Xiang 8
Transferred from sister vessels, 0 1
Tian Xiang 16
Transferred from sister vessels, 1 8
Tian Xiang 606
Transferred from sister vessels, 9 6 They entered Korea 24 April 2020 and are in quarantine at a hotel.
Longxing 629 One member died 27 April 2020.
Total 32 35
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